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June 9, 2020 
 
UA Campus-Wide Coalition Expresses Concerns about Lay-offs, Furloughs and Re-Entry Plan 
 
Tucson, Ariz. –  The senior leadership of the University of Arizona is three weeks away from imple-
menting one of the most draconian university furlough plans in the country. Administrators have 
begun layoffs and non-renewals of staff and faculty who contribute to the core mission of the uni-
versity – teaching, research, and service. At the same time, while COVID-19 cases continue to rise 
in Pima County and throughout the state, and Arizona’s health director has told hospitals to “fully 
activate” emergency plans, the senior leadership is moving swiftly to initiate a fall re-entry plan. 
 
The Coalition for Academic Justice at the University of Arizona (CAJUA), a campus-wide group of 
staff, faculty, graduate and professional students, is extremely concerned about all of these 
measures. For this reason, we have called a press conference, to share our concerns with the  
public.  
 
On Thursday, June 11, members of the coalition will discuss and answer questions about:  
 

1. The administration’s current re-entry plan and possible impacts to public health in Tuc-
son, Pima County, and Native American communities 

2. Lay-offs, non-renewals, and their impacts on the university and Tucson community  
3. CAJUA’s alternative and more equitable furlough plan 

 
Members of the CAJUA understand that COVID-19 has impacted the economic circumstances of 
the university and the nation. We also recognize that because the UA is Pima County’s largest em-
ployer, the decisions that top administrators make will influence the future of our community for 
years to come.  
 
The CAJUA press conference will happen at approximately 11 am, immediately following UA Presi-
dent Robert Robbins’ weekly press briefing. CAJUA members will convene in a shaded area outside 
of the Lowell-Stevens Football Facility.  
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